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Table of Plenty 
Come to the feast of heaven and earth!  
Come to the table of plenty!  
God will provide for all that we need,  
here at the table of plenty.  
 
O come and sit at my table  
where saints and sinners are friends.  
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely  
to share the cup of my love.  By Dan Schutte 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 Welcome to Faith Formation 2026-27. 
 Let’s partner to help your child(ren) grow in God's love and 
learn about our faith community. Together, the family and the 
church share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
"Do not preach the Gospel with words only, but with your life, with 
your love, with your kindness." Saint Mother Teresa 

 
How Do Families and Church Unite? 

• Sunday Mass: Attend weekly Mass together as a family.  
• Home sharing: Talk about the weekly lessons learned in class 

and about the weekly Gospel reading. 
• Community events: Join us at the 10:30 a.m. Family Mass on 

Sunday, read our bulletin to learn about what events are 
happening in our parish and check your child(ren)’s folders for 
Faith Formation sponsored events. 

• Volunteer help: Share your time and talents at parish events. 
 
God bless you and your family, 
JMJ 
Your Faith Formation Family 
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Duties of Parents as per USCCB 
 

“As a result, with their parents leading the way by example and 
family prayer, children and indeed everyone gathered around the 
family hearth will find a readier path to human maturity, salvation 
and holiness. Graced with the dignity and office of fatherhood and 
motherhood, parents will energetically acquit themselves of a duty 
which devolves primarily on them, namely education and especially 
religious education. (GS, #48)” 
 
Parents should educate their children. They should realize that they 
are thereby cooperators with the love of God the Creator, and are, 
so to speak, the interpreters of that love. (excerpt from GS, #50) 
 
“Children should be so educated that as adults they can follow their 
vocation, including a religious one, with a mature sense of 
responsibility and can choose their state of life; if they marry, they 
can thereby establish their family in favorable moral, social and 
economic conditions. Parents or guardians should by prudent 
advice provide guidance to their young with respect to founding a 
family, and the young ought to listen gladly. At the same time no 
pressure, direct or indirect, should be put on the young to make 
them enter marriage or choose a specific partner. (GS, #52) 
 
The right and duty of parents to give education is essential, since it is 
connected with the transmission of human life; it is original and 
primary with regard to the educational role of others, on account of 
the uniqueness of the loving relationship between parents and 
children; and it is irreplaceable and inalienable, and therefore 
incapable of being entirely delegated to others or usurped by 
others. (FC, #36) 
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In addition to these characteristics, it cannot be forgotten that the 
most basic element, so basic that it qualifies the educational role of 
parents, is parental love, which finds fulfillment in the task of 
education as it completes and perfects its service of life: as well 
as being a source, the parents’ love is also the animating principle 
and therefore the norm inspiring and guiding all concrete 
educational activity, enriching it with the values of 
kindness, constancy, goodness, service, disinterestedness and self-
sacrifice that are the most precious fruit of love. (FC, #36)”  
Portions of the above were taken from https://www.usccb.org/resources/Rights-and-Duties-of-Parents.pdf 
 
Arrival 

• Children should arrive at least 5 minutes before class begins 
with all of their books/folders or binders. 

• Parents are asked to walk their child (ren) to the rotunda door. 
• Students will be greeted at the rotunda door, and we will pray 

as a Faith Formation family. (During the winter and for 
inclement weather, we will meet in the rotunda for prayer.) 

o Siblings and families are welcome to join us. 
• One at a time (to avoid pushing) they will be invited to go to 

their classrooms. 
o Their catechists will be there waiting for them. 

• If your child is over 15 minutes late, please provide a note and 
sign the notebook on the table in the rotunda. 

• The rotunda entrance door is the only door we use for the 
children to enter and leave. 
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Dismissal 
• If a child needs to leave early, a note must be handed to the 

catechist upon arrival. 
o When it is time to leave, a staff member will get your child 

and bring them to you.  
o We ask that you sign your child out. 

• Children may not leave until they have identified their 
parent/guardian, authorized caregiver, or carpool person. 

o They are released 1 at a time. 
• Please do not ask your child to meet you by your car in the 

parking lot; that is for Grades 1-8. 
• If no one is there to pick up a child at dismissal time, the child 

will wait in our office with Faith Formation staff until you arrive.  
o The child will not be released unless the parent comes into 

the office to pick up the child. 
• All carpools and/or change of dismissal information must be 

put in writing and handed into the office before the beginning 
of class.  

o Notes are needed from each family involved. 
• Children may not walk or ride their bikes home unless a  

parent /guardian has sent a note granting permission. 
o This is not a practice that Faith Formation encourages. 
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Safety 

• Students of all grades may not cross the street without a 
crossing guard or the adult who is taking them to or from 
school. 

• Climbing on the collection clothes bins outside the school is 
prohibited. 

• Jumping off the cement steps by the Dorothy Day Room 
(located on the side of the building) is not permitted. 

• Tag is not to be played in front of the school near Willis Avenue 
or the street perpendicular, Dover Street. 
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Attendance 
• Please email us at jkaplan@staidanparish.org if you know your 

child is going to be absent. 
• We ask that if your child is ill, you keep them home, especially if 

they have a fever. 
• Although difficult at times, we ask you to avoid making 

appointments or activities for your child during class time. 
• All work missed when your child is absent must be made up. 

o Catechists will send home a note the following week to let 
you know what your child missed. 

• If your child is absent for several weeks in a row, a doctor’s note 
is required. 

• Students having more than three unexcused absences and 
who have not made up their work may not be able to move 
up to the next grade level with their peers. 

On-line Education  
• Please note that the Faith of Life online program has not been 

approved by our Parish. 
• It is not a program that will be accepted as completion for a 

year of religious education.  
• If your child participates in the program starting in the  

2026-2027 school year and moving forward, it will not be 
acknowledged in our program. 

Transfer Students 
• There is a verification requirement. 
• The parent is responsible for providing Faith Formation with a 

letter of transfer from the child's previous Faith Formation 
program.  

• Children must have successfully completed each level 
according to our parish guidelines for our students. 

 

mailto:jkaplan@staidanparish.org
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Preparedness 
• We ask that your child bring their folder, textbook, or binder 

and a writing utensil to class each week. (The Multi-Sensory 
classes do not have a textbook.) 

• 6th Graders need to bring their Bibles to class once they receive 
them. 

• Please check your child(ren)’s folders after each class to be 
updated on special events and activities. 

Lost Textbooks 
• Grades 1-6 are $35 to replace the textbook. 
• Grades 7, 8, and the Catch-up classes are $25 for each book. 

Dress Code 
• Everyone should dress appropriately;  
• No clothing may be worn with suggestive or questionable 

language or drawings.  
• No bare midriffs or any shirt/top that exposes cleavage.  
• No mesh tops unless a T-shirt is worn underneath it.  
• No short shorts. 
• No clothing where undergarments are exposed, i.e., baggy- 

waisted pants with no belt, low-cut tops, etc. 
• No pajamas, bedroom slippers, or shower shoes.  
• Hoods and hats may not be worn inside the church or the 

school building. 
• During the winter, students must wear their coats. 
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Mass Reflections 

• There are 4 Mass Reflections due throughout the year, the due 
dates are in the calendar. 

• Your child will receive the Mass Reflection sheet in class the 
week that the previous reflection is due. 

• Please note your child is welcome to do more than the 
required four Reflections. 

• Extra sheets can be found in the children’s section in the main 
lobby of the Church. (On the left, when you walk in.) 

• There will also be blank forms on our website.  
https://staidanparish.org/faith-formation/ 

• Please note that 1st and 2nd Graders have different forms than 
3rd-8th Graders. 

• You do not need to attend a Mass at St. Aidan. 
• The bottom of the form must be signed by the officiant of the 

Mass or any clergy or deacon present. (Mrs. Kaplan,  
Miss MaryEllen, or Miss Liz can sign the forms at our 10:30 a.m. 
Family Mass.) 

• We encourage families to talk about the Mass, and parents 
can certainly help their children complete the form. 

o Our goal is to not only have you attend Mass with your 
child but to discuss what they see and the lessons they 
learned. 

Calendar 
Our annual calendar can be found on the website. 
https://staidanparish.org/faith-formation/ 

• There will also be a copy in your child’s folder on the first day of 
class. 

• Parents/Guardians will also be emailed the calendar. 
• Families will be notified of any changes in the calendar. 

School Cancellation 
• If local schools are closed due to inclement weather, then Faith 

Formation will be closed too. 
• It will be posted on News 12. 
• We will make every attempt to send out an email blast. 
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Website https://staidanparish.org/faith-formation/ 
• Things you can find there… 

o Calendar 
o Events 
o Family Handbook 
o Family Prayers 
o Mass Reflections (blank) 
o Parents as Faith Partners 

Bathroom 
• Please encourage your child to use the bathroom before they 

leave the house. 
Snacks 

• This is a no-food program.  
• Many of the children are hungry when they get here.  

o Please give your child a snack to eat before class. 
• Water is the only “food/beverage” item permitted in class. 
• Gum is not permitted. 

Bulletin Boards 
• We are inviting families to sign up for a month to create a 

bulletin board. 
• Our objective is to help families discuss our faith while doing 

something creative. 
o It helps bridge our faith from home to the Church. 

• Some possible themes: Feast of a saint that month, the current 
liturgical season, a Catholic holiday, a prayer-based theme, 
etc. 

• Please contact us if you are interested in signing up for a month 
at jkaplan@staidanparish.org 
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Medical Conditions 
• All medical conditions shared with the Faith Formation 

department will be shared with the catechists. 
• No medication, including EpiPens, will be administered by a 

catechist. 
• Any medications your child may need will need to be self-

administered.  
• It is our hope that if your child has an allergic reaction, you will 

be on or near the premises to administer their medication.  
• We do not have a nurse or a doctor on the premises. 

Cell Phones  
• Parents/guardians are asked to explain to their children that 

cellphones are to be put on vibrate before entering the school.  
• They may not be taken out in class.  

o There will be one warning; if the policy is violated a 
second time during the class, the student will need to give 
their phone to the catechist.  

o We understand there may be a viable excuse; that is why 
they will not be asked to hand it in immediately. 

• Phones may not be brought with students if they go to the 
bathroom. 

Electronic Devices 
• All electronic devices should be left at home unless otherwise 

discussed with your child's catechist, i.e. Air-pods or buds, 
headphones, tablets, laptops, or iPads. 

 
"Faith is a personal adherence of the whole 
man to God who reveals Himself."	
[Cf. Jer 17:5-6; Pss 40:5; 146:3-4.] 
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Code of Conduct 
• It is important that children not present a danger to themselves, 

their peers, or any catechist or staff member. 
• We expect courtesy and respect from each other. 
• Compassion is to be shown to their peers. 
• There will be no disruptive behavior permitted in the learning 

environment. 
• Profanities are prohibited. 
• Students are expected to be courteous to their catechists. 
• Inappropriate conduct will not be tolerated. 
	
“True charity consists in putting up with all one's neighbors' faults, 
never being surprised by his weakness, and being inspired by the 
least of his virtues.” St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

School Property 
• Remind children that the things in the desks and around the 

classroom belong to others; they are to be respected, not 
disturbed. 

• They are not invited to touch anything that does not belong to 
them.  

• We are guests in the classrooms and at the desks of others. 
• There are plenty of supplies in the Faith Formation Office; if they 

forget something, there is no reason to go into anyone’s desk. 
• Any child vandalizing parish or school property will be 

responsible for the repair of the damages, and possibly 
dismissed from the program. 
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Safe Environment 
• “In September 2003, the Diocesan Child Protection Policy was 

implemented in our parishes, commerce schools and 
agencies.”  

• All of our volunteers 18 and over at St. Aidan are in full 
compliance with these diocesan policies and procedures. 

o They are Virtus trained and have had background 
checks. 

Communication 
• The best way to communicate with Faith Formation is via email: 

jkaplan@staidanparish.org 
o All emails will be responded to within 24 hours. 

• We will be communicating with you the same way, as well as 
with notices that will be put in your child’s folder, regarding 
events, Masses, etc. 

• Please note that our Faith Formation mailbox is located outside 
our outdoor entrance. (It is on the left, when looking at the 
entrance.) 

• Do not drop off any forms, assignments, certificates, or 
payments for Faith Formation at the Rectory. 

• Please let us know any changes in your child’s life that will help 
us to help them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jkaplan@staidanparish.org
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Custody 
• Any custody issues or court orders related to your child should 

be communicated in writing.  
• It is the parent's responsibility to inform the director of any 

changes. 
• “Where there is an order of protection in effect, the parent or 

guardian must provide a list of names of those persons allowed 
to pick up the child.” 

o This list must bear a notarized signature of the parent or 
guardian. 

o Where there is an order of protection in effect, anyone 
picking up the child must present a photo I.D. to the Faith 
Formation staff. 

Fire Safety 
• All catechists have been advised and directed on how to 

handle fire drills and safety procedures. 
• In the event the alarm goes off, catechists have been advised 

to calmly evacuate the building with their class to our 
designated meeting place. 

• Everyone will meet behind the upper school, in the former 
parking lot, away from the building. 

o  Attendance will be taken. 
• We will remain there until we are given the ok by the authorities 

to re-enter the school. 
• Parents will be notified. 

Evacuation Procedure 
• As a school community, we will meet behind the upper school, 

the former parking lot. If we are going to be out of the building 
for more than a few minutes; there are indoor evacuation sites 
in Monsignor Kirwin Hall (Lower School basement) and the 
Church. Pick up will be in one of those locations.  

• Parents will be notified. 
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Certificates/Documentation 
• Obtaining any embossments of authentication, signatures, or 

copies of Sacramental Certificates is the sole responsibility of 
parents or guardians, even if St. Aidan Church is the parish. 

Registration Fee Reimbursement 
• Once classes have begun, there will be no reimbursement of 

the registration fee or any grade-level fee. 
Switching Classes 

• There will be no class switching to be in the same classroom as 
a friend, neighbor, or any classmates of other schools or 
activities your child(ren) attend. 

Prayer 
• Please pray daily with your children. 
• There are prayers posted on our website.  

https://staidanparish.org/faith-formation/ 
• Remind your child to bless themselves with Holy Water upon 

entering the Church and to bow or genuflect upon entering 
the pew and approaching the altar. 

• We remind you to encourage your child to nod their head in 
reverence when mentioning Jesus’ name in prayer. 

(Portions of the above were taken from the DRVC; The Guidelines for Handbook Development.) 
 

 

“United under the leadership of the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre, our mission is to serve everyone involved in faith 

formation, a life-long process rooted in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ that engages the whole person to Belong 

More Deeply: to Christ, to church, and to one another.” 
https://www.drvc.org/faith-formation-2/ 

 

 
 

https://www.drvc.org/faith-formation-2/

