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WELCOME TO ST. AIDAN 
Our parish is a vibrant and active Catholic 
community located in Nassau County, Long 
Island, New York. We are a Roman Catholic 
parish in the Diocese of Rockville Centre serving 
the communities of Williston Park, East Williston, 
Albertson, Mineola, Roslyn Heights, and 
Searingtown. 
 
SCAM LIKELY  
If you receive an email or text from Fr. Michael 
Bissex or any other member of St. Aidan staff 
requesting gift cards, donations, or wanting to 
meet, delete it immediately and block the callerôs 
number or email. It is not from St. Aidan Church or 
School.  
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
We welcome those who are new to our parish and 
ask  them to call the Rectory for registration 
information. If  you are moving, please notify the 
Rectory. 
 
BULLETIN ADVERTISEMENTS 
To place an advertisement on the cover contact 
óchurch bulletin,ô the publishing company, 631-249
-4994.  The cost of our bulletin is covered by our 
sponsors who advertise on the cover.  
 
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the parish family of the Church of St Aidan, 
strengthened by the Eucharist and encouraged by 
the Word of God, welcome all, for we encourage 
that everyone is a child of God and no one should 
be excluded.  Guided by the Holy Spirit through 
prayer, we strive as one to build the Body of 
Christ.  We commit ourselves to nurturing lifelong 
faith formation, fostering lay leadership, promoting 
social justice, engaging our youth in every aspect 
of parish life, and offering care and compassionate 
service to all.  We invite everyone to walk with 
Jesus and experience His healing power and love. 
 
THE CHURCH is open 6 AM to 6 PM 
Daily Mass can be viewed on staidanparish.org, 
Facebook and Vimeo.  The faithful are required to 
attend Sunday and Holy Days of Obligation 
Masses. This obligation does not apply to those 
who are ill, those who are confined to their home, 
a hospital, nursing facility, or those with serious 
underlying health conditions.  
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the church on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM.  You can also make an appointment 
with a priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 1:00-3:00 PM 
in the church. 
 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND  
To bring communion to the sick and home bound 
you must be a commissioned Extraordinary 

Minister of the Eucharist who has completed 
diocesan training.  Communion outside a church is 
to be carried in a pyx.  Before Mass begins leave 
your pyx on the tray beside the sacristy door.  You 
can collect the pyx at the end of Mass.  Do not fill 
your pyx in the communion line.  If you were 
unable to leave your pyx on the tray before Mass, 
just go to the sacristy at the end of Mass and ask 
the sacristan or Priest for communion.  
 

 If you know of someone who is sick and 
homebound who would like to receive Communion 
weekly, which would be by a Eucharistic Minister, 
please contact the Rectory to have arrangements 
made.  If someone is sick and homebound and is 
requesting Anointing of the sick, and or 
Reconciliation, and Communion, please contact 
the Rectory. (Please note- Priests do not go 
weekly to sick and homebound to give 
Communion, Eucharistic Ministers do, but a 
schedule must be set up.) 
 

BAPTISM 
To arrange a baptism contact the Rectory Office.  
Forms need to be completed giving information on 
the parents, childôs date and place of birth, as well 
as the names and religious affiliation of the 
sponsors.  At least one sponsor must be a 
practicing Catholic.  Baptisms are held on the 1st 
Sunday and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  (Please 
note - To hold a private baptism you must first 

make arrangements with a Priest or Deacon to 
perform the baptism and then contact the 
Rectory Office to check if the church is 
available.  It is not the responsibility for 
someone in the Rectory to find a Priest or 
Deacon.)   First time parents are required to 
attend a Baptism Class.  Classes are held in the 
church on the second Sunday of the month after 
the 12 PM Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at 
St. Josephôs statue to the right of the altar. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK IN THE CHURCH 
Anointing of the sick takes place at 1:00 PM on the 
4th Sunday of each month.  Please wait for the 
priest at Our Ladyôs Shrine. 
 

MARRIAGEñArrangements are to be made at 
the Rectory office AT LEAST 9 MONTHS IN ADVANCE, 
NOT BEFORE. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged.  Pre-Cana at St. 
Aidan consists of a ONE DAY SATURDAY 
COURSE.  The moderator is Deacon Rudy Martin: 
Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org.  Information on the 
Pre-Cana Course offered by the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre can be found at  
www.drvc-faith.org or call 678-5800 ext. 223. 
 

PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of the Parish 
Bulletin email Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LIVESTREAM DAILY MASS 
WEBSITE:  STAIDANPARISH.ORG  
VIMEO:  ST. AIDAN, WILLISTON PARK  
FACEBOOK: CHURCH OF SAINT AIDAN WILLISTON PARK 
 

 

MONDAY, JAN 12  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 1 
6:30 AM   Lvg. & Decd Mbrs of the Holy Name Society 
9:00 AM   Mary & Vincent Toto 
5:30 PM    John Cochol 
 
TUESDAY, JAN 13  ST. HILARY 
6:30 AM   William & Dolores Regan 
    (Wedding Anniv. Rem.) 
9:00 AM   Paolo Cirrito 
5:30 PM   Francisca Fernandez 
 
WEDNESDAY, JAN 14 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 1 
6:30AM   Lvg. Ints. for Louis Garcia 
9:00 AM   Helen Sullivan 
5:30 PM   Joseph, Madeline, and Susan Connors 
 
THURSDAY, JAN. 15  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 1 
6:30 AM   Parishioners of St. Aidan  
9:00 AM   Thomas Kielczewski 
5:30 PM   Kuttiyamma Abraham (5th Anniv. Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, JAN. 16  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 1  
6:30 AM   Parishioners of St. Aidan 
9:00 AM   Mary P. Arata (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
1ð3 PM   ADORATION 
5:30 PM   Claire Daly McNally (29th Anniv. Rem.) 
 
SATURDAY, JAN. 17  ST. ANTHONY 
9:00 AM   Paula Siberio 
Father Sean Magaldi  5:00 PM Edith M. Higgins (25th Anniv. Rem.) 
    Lawrence P. Bradley (100th Bôday Rem.) 
    Ildefonso Castillo, Jr. (Bôday Rem.) 
    Margaret Stewart (Bôday Rem. 
    Paul A. Orlando (5th Anniv. Rem.) 
    Angelo Aragona 
    John Giordano 
    Robert Vassaliko 
    Madeline Atherly 
Father Jacob   7:30 PM  Aldo Capogna (4mo. Anniv. Rem.) 
 
SUNDAY,  JAN. 18  2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Father Jacob    7:30 AM Philip Calvin Amico 
Father Francis    9:00 AM Adam Deal (18th Anniv. Rem.) 
Father OôBrien  10:30 AM Margaret Burke 
Father OôBrien  12:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
    Charles Healy (Bôday Rem.) 
    Virginia & Joselito Villanueva 
    (Bôday & Anniv. Rem.) 
    Bernadette Buino (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
    Eleanor DôAlessio (Bôday Rem.) 
    Marisa DePalma 
Father Francis   5 :00 PM Paul Rogan (3rd Anniv. Rem.) 
 

505 WILLIS. AVE  

WILLISTON PARK  NY 11596  

516 -746 -6585 ñMain Phone Number  

516-404-2746 EMERGENCY ONLY 

516 -746 -6055  Fax  

 

Church Site www.staidanparish.org  

Rectory@staidanparish.org  

pbailey@staidanparish.org  

(for bulletin)  

 

Rectory Office Hours  

Monday to Friday  

9 AM  to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM  

Saturday & Sunday  

9 AM to 12 PM    

 

Pastor  

Reverend Father Michael Bissex  

frbissex@staidanparish.org  

 

Business Manager  ext. 107  

Mr. Thomas D. Flynn  

tflynn@staidanparish.org  

 

Parish Secretary ext. 103  

Mrs. Patrice Bailey  

pbailey@staidanparish.org  

 

Associate Pastors  

Reverend Father Solomon Odinukwe  

Reverend Father Jacob Quansah 

Kyei  

 

Deacons  

Reverend Mr. Jerry Magaldi  

Reverend Mr. Rudy Martin   

 

St. Aidan School  

Principal  

Mrs. Josephine Giudice  
 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham  

 

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery -2  

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3 -8  

 

Faith Formation Director  
Mrs. Joann Kaplan   ext. 406  

 

Music Director  ext. 130  

Mr. Drago Bubalo   

dbubalo@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director  

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro  

 

Facilities Manager ext. 136  

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

 



WE PRAY FOR  

OUR DECEASED 

AMELIA CAMPANALI 

ANNE RUSSO 

PETER J. TRIOLO 
 

 

 

THOSE WHO ASKED US  

TO PRAY FOR THEM 

INCLUDE 

Linda Taglich-Trudden 

Rick Schnall 

Jordan Molakan 

Hailey Molakan 

Thomas Stolfi 

Sabine Jean-Bart 

James Stalzer 

Michaela Reilly 

Jho Martin 

Susan Husch 

Patricia Mulrooney 

Stepen DeCario 

Suzanne Aragona 

Veronica Roda 

John Sweeney 

June Pelzer 

Kay Perro 

William Stephens 

Eveling Bonacor 

Bryan Aidan OôMalley 

Mary Johnson 

Linda Vogt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

01/05/25 $34,917 

01/04/26 $36,353 
 

ATTENDANCE 

01/03/04/26 

1,780 
 

 
 

EXTRA ENVELOPE 

HEATING EXPENSES 

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE 
 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

SCAN BELOW FOR ONLINE GIVING  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK ON RIGHT CORNER 3 BARS   

CLICK SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

GIVE TO ST. AIDANõS 
 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

Donors               290 

Payments    $94,211 

Pledges       $95,150 

Goal          $180,400 



Dear Parishioners of St. Aidan's,  
 

I wanted to give you my greetings from Rome, as I make the final preparations for my doctoral  defense. I can use the 
words of Yogi Berra, the former manager of the New York Mets: "It ain't over till it's over!" Please do keep me in 
your prayers as I proceed with the defense on Tuesday, January 13th (at 10 AM in NY). 
 

Many thanks again to Fr. O'Brien, who is going above and beyond to assist St. Aidan's during the month of January. 
We continue our warm welcome to Fr. Francis, who is familiar with St. Aidan's, as he assists during the winter 
months, and Fr. Solomon's absence. 
 

I have a major announcement to extend to you, albeit during my absence. Fr. Jacob, who has served so faithfully here 
at St. Aidan's for the last two years, has been re-assigned as hospital chaplain in Glen Cove. Fr. Jacob will remain in  

residence, however, at St. Aidan's. He will be able to give ongoing assistance to the clergy here, even in his new role. 
 

To replace Fr. Jacob as full-time associate, Bishop Barres is sending us a new member of our parish clergy: 

Fr. Jaison Kurian. Below please read his short introduction in his own words. I am grateful to Bishop Barres that, 
during a time of critically low priest numbers, St. Aidan's is receiving a priest who I am sure will bring great positive 
impact into our parish and school. I expect Fr. Jaison to begin here at St. Aidan's immediately after my return to Long 
Island, but stay tuned. Please keep him in your prayers, and pray for our parish and school communities as we  

continue this chapter of growth for the future. 
 

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families.  
 

In Christ,  

Fr. Bissex 

 
M  S . A '   A  P :  
 

Fr. Jaison Kurian, OIC, is a priest of the Order of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany), a religious congregation founded 
in 1919 in India by Venerable Archbishop Mar Ivanios.  Bethany spirituality draws inspiration from the Gospel 
household of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus of Bethany, holding together the values of service (Martha), prayerful  
listening (Mary), and life-giving friendship with Christ (Lazarus). Rooted in this spirit, the Bethany charism  
emphasizes humility, simplicity, pastoral charity, and compassionate service, especially through education, healing, 
and accompaniment of those in need.  Fr. Jaison was ordained to the priesthood on January 7, 2017, in Trivandrum, 
Kerala, India. He served for six years in pastoral ministry in various parishes in India and also worked as an  
administrator in educational institutions. He later pursued higher studies in Psychology in Bangalore, earning a  
Masterôs degree in Counseling Psychology. Following this, he served as Director of the Bethany Studentsô Centre and 
as an Associate Lecturer at Bethany Physiotherapy College in Trivandrum.  In 2024, Fr. Jaison was sent to the United 
States for pastoral ministry in the Diocese of Rockville Centre and has been serving as Associate Pastor at St.  
Patrickôs Roman Catholic Church since November 2024. Alongside his pastoral ministry, he is currently pursuing a 
PhD in Educational Psychology at Fordham University. Fr. Jaison looks forward to serving the faithful of St. Aidanôs 
Parish and journeying together in faith and service. 



ARE YOU SEARCHING 

Are you searching for a faith to follow?  Do you know someone who 

may be interested in learning more about what the Catholic Church 

believes and teaches?  Were you baptized as an infant but not raised 

in the faith or raised in another Christian faith?  Whatever your 

situation, wherever you are in your faith journey, OCIA is here for 

YOU.  OCIA stands for Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.  It is 

a process by which adults can inquire about the Catholic Church.  

There is never any pressure put on any inquirer to become a 

Catholic. The inquirer decides if he/she wants to move forward one 

step at a time.  The whole parish family supports this process 

through prayer and witness.  Those who choose to become Catholic 

are welcomed into the Church through the reception of the 

Sacraments of Initiation:  Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.  If 

you would like to learn more, please call and leave a message for 

Reverend Deacon Jerry Magaldi at 516-746-6585 x-101 
 

HIS GLOBAL LOVE a ministry of contemplative, communal 
intercessory prayer. Meets on Monday at 10:30am in the Convent 
Yellow room. Come and join us, all are welcome. 
 

RESPECT LIFE  - CELEBRATE the culture of LIFE!  The 

next Respect Life Meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 

14th at 7 pm in the green room of the convent.  Sit and talk with us 

and meet the group as you get up to date information on the latest 

prolife news in the state and country. Help us stop the culture of 

violence and death, from abortion to assisted suicide.  If you are in 

any way unfamiliar with the Respect Life/Pro Life message, or 

just want to show support, please join us.  Our group operates 

under the Diocesan Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics.  

This office enunciates and promotes the principle that human life, 

at all stages from conception to natural death, is a gift from God, 

worthy of respect and protection. This ministry encompasses 

prayer, education, advocacy, and care and services. More 

information about the office can be found at the Diocesan web site 

at www.drvclife.org. The group is meeting with the purpose of 

promoting pro-life activities through prayer, educational 

opportunities, and raising funds for pro-life efforts and new 

mothers.  Please contact Anne Marie Egan if you are interested in 

joining.  elamjoe@aol.com   516-873-8320.   
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Anointing of the sick takes place at 

1:00pm on the 4th Sunday of each month.  Please wait for the priest 

at Our Ladyôs Shrine.  The next anointing will be on  January 25th. 
 

THE HOLY ROSARY  The Rosary is said immediately after the 

6:30am and 9am Masses daily.  Please join to honor Mary, our 

mother.  
 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS  Please join the parish on the 

First Saturday devotion to the Blessed Mother. Prayers will begin at 

8:45am followed by Mass and the recitation of the Rosary.  
 

FRIDAY CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP Join us 

every Friday from 7:30pm to 9:30pm.  Healing Mass is the first 

Friday of the month.  The next Healing Mass will be on  February 

6, 2026 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  First and Third Fridays of the 

month 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the church.  Next adoration is  January 

16th. 
 

MONDAY NOVENA  Please join us every Monday morning after 

the 9:00am Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary. 
 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY: 
 

BLOOD DRIVE ï CRISIS!!!  Our Winter blood drive is 

taking place on Sunday, January 11th ï 8:00 AM ï 2:00 

PM.  At the present moment there is less than a two day 

supply.  BLOOD DONATIONS ARE DESPERATELY 

NEEDED!!!!! 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ï  Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets the second and fourth Monday of each month at 9:45 am in 
the Dorothy Day Room of the Finamore Center to knit or crochet 
prayer shawls or lap blankets for our sick and homebound 
parishioners.    If you know of someone who could benefit from 
receiving one of these blessed shawls, please contact our office.   
New members are always welcome.  You need not know how to knit 
or crochet.  We have talented parishioners who can teach you.  The 
next sessions are: January 12th & 26th, 2026.   If you have any 
questions, please call Parish Social Ministry 746-6585, ext. 410.  
 
Food items needed:   Eggs, milk, bread, frozen vegetables, bars 
of soap, Clorox/Lysol wipes, toilet tissue, apple juice, 
Decaffeinated coffee and Brillo. 
 
Please bring all non-perishable food/ personal hygiene items to the 
Parish Social Ministry office or to our new food box which is 
located near the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.    Please do not 
leave anything in the food box which requires refrigeration or any 
frozen food items. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours are 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 pm.   
 

UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS & MARY PRAYER GROUP   

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and consecration to Jesus 

and Mary.  For more information, please contact Tecky at  

516-972-8553.  Meetings are held at 7:00 PM in the Church on the 

last Thursday of the month.  No meetings during Dec., Jan. and 

Feb.   

 

LEGION OF MARY CAUSE OF OUR JOY PRAESIDIUMð

Meetings in the Convent Ivory Room every Wednesday throughout 

the year at 7pm.  Call Lisa at 516-857-7664 for details on getting 

connected via zoom. All are welcome.   

¶ Canôt make weekly meetings? Become an auxiliary member. 

Call Ellen at 516-567-9816 for details.   

¶ Home Visitation Program of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our 

Lady of Fatima. The Legion of Mary will bring the Pilgrim 

Statue to your home if you call Joe at 917-576-6589. Wouldnôt 

you like to have her statue in your home?   

¶ Do you know a home bound person who would appreciate a 

visit or call? Contact Eileen at 516-816-9504 to schedule a 

convenient time.  
 

ST. AIDANôS PRE-CANA PROGRAM  

St. Aidanôs FOCCUS & Pre-Cana program consists of a FOCCUS 

Pre-Marriage Inventory and a ONE DAY parish program that is held 

on Saturday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM.  FOCCUS stands for 

Facilitating Open Couple Communication Understanding and Study.  



T  FOCCUS  P-C  C  F      $150.00 

 :  C   S . A 
 

2026 W  C  Opening Mass  (Church) Feb. 22 Sunday 

12Noon -  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) Feb 28 

Saturday 8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  Feb 28 

Saturday 5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 
 

2026 S  C  Opening Mass  (Church) May 31 Sunday 

12Noon -  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) June 6 

Saturday 8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  June 6 

Saturday 5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 
 

2026 F  C  Opening Mass  (Church) Oct  4 Sunday 12Noon 

-  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) Oct  10 Saturday 

8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  Oct  10 Saturday 

5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 
 

** PRICE INCREASE TO $175** 

2027 W  C  Opening Mass  (Church) Feb. 21 Sunday 

12Noon -  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) Feb 27 

Saturday 8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  Feb 27 

Saturday 5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 

2027 S  C  Opening Mass  (Church) June 6 Sunday 

12Noon -  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) June 12 

Saturday 8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  June 12 

Saturday 5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 
 

2027 F  C  Opening Mass  (Church) Oct  17 Sunday 

12Noon -  2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class ( Msgr. Kirwin Hall) Oct  23 

Saturday 8:30am ï  4:45pm.  Closing Mass (Church)  Oct  23 

Saturday 5:00pm  - 6:00pm. 
 

 To Register call St Aidan Parish Rectory Office (516) 746-6585.  

The St. Aidan Moderator is Reverend Deacon Rudy Martin: Email: 

Dcrudy @Staidanparish.org.  If you cannot make any of these 

dates you can attend a course facilitated by the Diocese of 

Rockville Centre.  Contact 678-5800 ext. 223 or go on-line to 

register at www.drvc-faith.org. Click on ñMarriage.  Scroll down to 

find Marriage Preparation and FOCCUS on line registration. 
 

ST AIDANôS SPIRITUAL BOOK CLUB - You are cordially 

invited to join St Aidanôs Spiritual Book Club. We meet every 

other Monday at 10 AM in the Convent Green Room. We are 

reading and discussing the book Sacred Fire-A Vision for a 

Deeper Human and Christian Maturity by Ronald Rolheiser. The 

book is available on Amazon for about $10.00. Please email the 

rectory at rectory@staidanparish.org with your name and contact 

information or if you have any questions.  Facilitated by Jane 

Gelderman.  The next meetings is on January 12th & January 

26th. 
 

WINTER COAT AND JACKET COLLECTION  Spread the 

warmth. It is that time again.  We are collecting new and gently 

used coats for men, women, and children.  Please donate a coat or a 

jacket to help the soup kitchen. There is a óWINTER COAT 

DRIVEô box on Dover Street, beside the Social Ministry entrance, 

near the St. Vincent de Paul Box.  If you have any questions, please 

call Tecky at (516) 972-8553. Coats and jackets will be collected 

until March. 
 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLEðAre you the son, daughter, 

grandson, granddaughter ,great grandson/daughter of a Veteran 

who served in the Military or is presently serving?  AMERICAN 

LEGION AUXILLARY UNIT 144 HAS SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLEðPlease contact Dianne Karl, 

Education Chair, Williston Unit 144, 516-778-0006 

email dianneli@aol.com.    Applications can be downloaded on 

line, please contact me for info or can be picked up at the Williston 

Park Library.  Last year two students won scholarships.  

Congratulations to Annemarie Jones recipient of Helen Klimek 

Scholarship and Dept 10th District scholarship and Cole Vincent 

Schiefelbein who was recipient of Raymond T Wellington 

scholarship. 
 

THE JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS (JCDA) 

Junior Catholic Daughters of America (JCDA) is a service-focused 

organization for girls in grades 6 through 12 who are looking to 

grow in faith, friendship, and leadership. Our mission is to serve 

both the Church and our wider community through meaningful acts 

of service.  Girls in grades 6-12 are welcome to join!   Contact 

JCDAcourtstaidan1577@gmail.com for more information. 

FEBRUARY 8TH-BIRTHDAY BOXES 
 

FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM www.cffor.org 
 

Praying to Preserve Religious Freedom 

National Religious Freedom Day: Jan. 16, 2026 
 

Jan.16 is the date chosen for Americaôs annual  religious freedom 

observance because it was on Jan.16, 1786 that the 

Virginia  General Assembly adopted  the Virginia Statute for 

Religious Freedom by Thomas Jefferson. This statute became the 

model for our Constitutional First Amendmentôs protection of 

individual conscience.   

This prayer from the USCCB asks for the strength to preserve that 

natural right. 
 

O God our Creator, 

from your provident hand we have received 

our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

You have called us as your people and given us 

the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God, 

and your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, 

you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world, 

bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel 

to every corner of society. 

We ask you to bless us  

in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. 

Give us the strength of mind and heart 

to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened; 

give us courage in making our voices heard 

on behalf of the rights of your Church 

and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith. 

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, 

a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters 

gathered in your Church in this decisive hour in the history  

of our nation, so that, with every trial withstood 

and every danger overcomeð 

for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, 

and all who come after usð 

this great land will always be ñone nation, under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.ò 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 https://tinyurl.com/y2n6d8nc  



OFFICE HOURS: The office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 

2PM to 6PM, Thursdays by appointment only, 

and closed on Fridays.  

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED  

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS  

AND HALL MONITORS FOR GRADES 1-8. YOU MUST 

BE VIRTUS TRAINED. PLEASE GO TO DRVC.ORG 

TO GET THE INFORMATION REGARDING VIRTUS. 

 

TRANSFERRING FAMILIES: Parents should 

call the Faith Formation Office at (516) 746- 

6585 x406 as soon as possible. Baptismal 

certificates are required for all transferring 

students. Transfer students in grade 2 and up 

must also submit a Letter of Transfer from the 

previous Religious Education program 

attended. 

  

SPREAD THE WORD: Please help us reach 

out to Catholic families whose oldest child is in 

grade 1 by inviting them to contact the Faith 

Formation Office. Faith Formation classes 

begin in Grade 1. Baptismal certificates are 

needed for all new registrations. Thank you for 

your help!  

 

MULTISENSORY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

The Multisensory Program serves children who 

would benefit from a smaller class setting. This 

program meets on Thursdays. If you or 

someone you know has a child who may 

benefit from this type of program, please 

contact Mrs. Joann Kaplan at (516) 746-6585 

x406.  

 

MULTISENSORY PROGRAM CATECHISTS 

NEEDED for the 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR:  

We need more adult catechists and volunteers 

to provide religious education for children who 

would benefit from a smaller setting.  For most 

of our students, the only necessary 

requirements are simply some extra patience, a 

little extra time, a desire to pass on the Catholic 

Faith, and a love for children. Specialized 

training is not needed for most of the children 

who we serve. If you can help or if you know 

someone who may be able to assist us, please 

contact Mrs. Joann Kaplan at (516) 746-6585 

x406.  

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: The Multisensory 

program is always looking for a few dedicated 

high school teens or local college students to 

make a commitment to assist in the program. 

No experience is necessary. If you want to 

learn more, please call Mrs. Joann Kaplan at 

(516) 746-6585 x406 for more information. 

These volunteers would need to be available on 

Thursday afternoons.  Please consider joining 

us on Thursdays.  
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